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Biologists are scratching their heads
over a strange new colour of walleye

QU.‘L-‘!I{ anglers in northwestern Ontario

Lobare secing blue—and il's nor just in
rthe clear sk overhead, Seems walleve in
i aress e cecasionally torning upweith
itadistinetly Blue bue, o phenemeaennn thar
0 G has lisheries biologists ballled,

Blue walleye? Mo, these aren't the
same lizh as e exlinel bloe walleye,
or Blue pike, which was everlished i
Lales Bric and tntavie in the 19505
Rather, thoy've regular walleye that.
for reasons yet o be fwlly detcomined,
wre ciloured hine.

Wayme Schacler, o biology prolessor
wirh the | niversily of Wisconsin. became
intrigucd when he frst starred hearing
aboat blue wallese o Lhe lales gronnd
his cottase north of Ear Falls, Ontario, He
and Lis sludenis hegan dolng Aeldworls
iy 20000

The frst thme he caught o blue wall-

| eve bie put il inou plastic bag by the
time he got back 1o his Wiseonsin lab,
Lhe bag was coated with blue soo, =W
vealized then thal the pigment is bn the
mnend, nob the skin o scales, and thal
was exitemely unusual” savs Schaeler,
Al other fish, nol just walleye, have
clear mucus.”

Suhaeler theartad thal the blue colom-
ing was Caused vither by Taelerin or miner-
als, suelyas copper, Farther bests perkene]
dt Lhe Linversive of lowea s ruicrobiolosy lab
resenled oltherwise, "The piomentis o cim-

plivaled prolein that s sommething lrand
mew in Heheties biologe."” e saes, “We just
haven't seen B belore,”

Sinee the blue pigment is fonnd mainiv
on top ol the fish, Schacler specalales i
ey mel ng o8 s ol shield against the
sun's UV rays, Bolslering this theory is
the Fact that the colour deepens throogh-
eutl the spring and summer as the days
lemgthen and the sun's ravs infensifie,

Angler Roger Mayer can atlesl w U
sirange coloration, having caught and
released o tirce-pound blue walleye onoa
emall lake near Thunder Bay, "The [sh
witd & lighining blue colour” he says,
“and when T browght it in, i1 acoally
atained my white T shir,”

Interestad in also catehing a blue wall-
ever Schacler suws the lish are nanally
foungl in isalated lakes in the upper ends
ul river sysiems, They've been caught
maost often b walers around Fac Falls
and Armencang, althongh thes've also
becr founel in the Ealee Wipissing area. as
well g novthern Guoebee and northesst-
ern danirnha,

1 you o hock o blue walleye, Schae
ler encourages you o posl the details
i his Web gite (v bluewalleye, com),
whiere you can also learm hom to collect o
slime sample from the lsh Lo help luriher
his resesireh. Adds Schacler; “Right now
we e ol more quoeslions than answers,”
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